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Integration through Peers – A Study on the Integration of Migrant 
Children in Pupil Networks in four German Secondary Schools 

This paper deals with the integration of migrant children in infor-
mal communication networks in four diffenrent schools in Ger-
many. The basic assumption is that these networks can serve as 
an indicator for the networking and embedding that take place 
within the class community and therefore can be used to inves-
tigate the integration of pupils with a migrant background. The 
initial results of our network analytical study reveal that the pu-
pils with a migrant background are well integrated into the class 
networks. The study discloses that the migrant background does 
not serve as a conclusive characteristic of the pattern of class 
networks. The pupils are more or less networked with each other 
regardless of their migrant background, though it did emerge that 
children and adolescents born abroad, in particular, are far more 
likely to have outgoing relationships that remain unreciprocated.
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Figure 1: Class networks with an illustration of the migrant background (own depiction; the 

visualisation is based on the Fruchtermann-Reingold algorithm, cf. Fruchtermann & Reingold 
1991) 

Table 1: Shares and distribution of the relationships between the pupils by migrant background for 
all schools and classes (overall view; own survey) 

 







 
Philipp Aufenvenne et al., AJERR, 2018; 3:19 

http://escipub.com/american-journal-of-educational-research-and-reviews/                    0010

Table 2: Distribution of the relationships of the pupils by migrant background at the level of 
schools (own survey) 
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