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Diplomatic Victory of the Kosovo Liberation Army 

In the dissolution of Yugoslavia, Serbian nationalism played a crucial 
role with the project of creating a greater Serbia, using military vio-
lence to achieve the goal of this project. The northern republics such 
as Slovenes, Croats and Kosovo Albanians had the strongest reaction 
against this project, since after the first pluralist elections in Yugosla-
via, political parties seeking independence from Belgrade came to 
the helm of these republics. The actions of national movements of the 
Slovenians, Croats, Bosnians, Kosovo Albanians, Macedonians and 
Montenegrins for independence, have been a reaction to the project of 
Serbian nationalism for the creation of a greater Serbia. In these new 
circumstances created in the Yugoslav federation, Kosovo Albanians 
profiled the demands for a sovereign and independent state of Koso-
vo, legitimizing it with the referendum held under conditions of occupa-
tion and with a sovereign vote for the independence of Kosovo.
Despite the creation of some parallel institutions such as education 
and the obedience of Western diplomacy for a peaceful solution to 
the Kosovo issue. This was not achieved until an armed resistance 
from Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) started in Kosovo, that the Koso-
vo issue was imposed on the diplomacies with international influence 
to start taking important decisions towards the solution to the Kosovo 
issue. 
Due to the KLA war, the contact group took the historical decision to 
organize an international conference in Rambouillet of France, with 
a concrete peaceful plan for Kosovo. Rambouillet’s decisions were 
rejected by the Yugoslav government, thus forcing NATO military in-
tervention to stop crimes against Albanian civilians by Serb forces. 
The efforts of the Kosovo Albanians to get out of the Serbian occupa-
tion had been imposed, even though as such they were insufficient to 
achieve success for nearly a century, but due to the international di-
plomacy and the sacrifice of the Albanian national movement, Kosovo 
Freedom was achieved.
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eration Army, Albania, Serbia
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The Kosovo Liberation Army occupies a special 

place in the recent history of Kosovo not only for 

the dynamics it gave to the freedom movement 

within Kosovo, but also for the engagement of 

influential international diplomacy in resolving 

the Kosovo issue. After allowing political 

pluralism and the formation of political parties of 

the peoples living in the Yugoslav federation, the 

republics were led by parties seeking full 

independence from Belgrade. The Slovenes and 

Croats began to demand peaceful secession 

from the Yugoslav federation, whose demand 

sparked several years of bloody conflict in the 

former Yugoslavia. Kosovo at this time was 

under a violent administration of Serbia after 

gaining limited autonomy in 1974. The formation 

of Albanian political parties in Kosovo began to 

profile the rightful demands of the Albanians 

demanding equality with other peoples. An 

analysis of American services in the 1990s had 

predicted this future of the Yugoslav federation: 

A Transformed Yugoslavia, Yugoslavia would 

cease to function as a federal state within a year, 

and would probably split within two. Economic 

reform would not avoid the division. 

- Serbia will bllok the Slovenes and Croats 

attempts to form a confederation of all the 

Yugoslavs. 

- There will be prolonged armed revolts 

from the Albanians in Kosovo. An inter-

ethnick war on a full scale was not likely, 

but a serious conflict inter-ethnick will 

accompany the dissolution and the 

violence will continue which will be 

unreturnable and bitter.  

- There are very few chances that the 

United States and its European allies 

could preserve the Yugoslav unity. The 

Yugoslavs will see their attempts as 

contradictory to the perseverance of 

democracy and self-determination…

- 1  

The dissatisfaction of Kosovo Albanians was 

predicted in a general uprising that would last for 

several years and maybe even close to a 

decade. Anticipating that the Albanians would be 

armed mainly by the Albanian state, which had 

a predominantly Soviet and Chinese armament, 

which was difficult to quickly put forward in the 

desire of the Kosovo Albanians to withdraw 

Serbian forces2.  

Although there were some organizations of 

Kosovo Albanians for armed resistance that also 

had some agreements with the Albanian state 

for support in the just fight for freedom. This idea 

was not supported by the diplomacy of the time 

and was especially opposed by the Anglo-

Americans, seeing it as a danger and an 

opportunity for Serbia to use them as a pretext 

for the ethnic cleansing of Kosovo. The 

diplomats of the time were informed about the 

plans of the Albanians and the goings to Albania, 

which were also organized by the Kosovo 

Albanian parties and especially by the Albanian 

diaspora, the last one being more vocal in the 

request for the opening of the southern front, 

seeing as ideal cases to seize the moment when 

Serbs will face Croats and Bosniaks. Based on 

the research done in some documents of the 

time, it turns out that the diplomacies of the time 

were the ones that influenced the postponement 

of the opening of the conflict in Kosovo during 

the years 1991-1992, by not supporting it and 

asking the leader of the Kosovo Albanians to 

'condemn these activities of armed groups that 

will not be in favor of a fair solution to Kosovo' s 

political status. This was stated in 1992 by the 

British Secretary Douglas Hurd, at a meeting of 

the EC in Brussels, "yesterday after visiting 

Albania and Yugoslavia, the situation in Kosovo 

could explode and a catastrophe would occur in 

case of conflict." 3 

In November 1997, the KLA appeared for the 

first time in uniform at a public manifestation. 

The cause was the murder of the teacher from 

Llausha, Drenica, Halit Geci, at whose funeral 

the KLA soldiers, disguised until then, seemed 

to most Balkan observers to have been a long-

awaited event.4 Internally, it brought the Kosovo 

issue to the forefront of the international powers' 

agenda of fair resolving centuries-old injustices 
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against Albanians. The historic turning point of 

international engagement for Kosovo is the 

political and military factor that did not 

compromise without Kosovo's freedom despite 

warnings from international diplomats that they 

would not have their support for an armed war. 

Until the emergence of the KLA, Albanians for 

years had focused on recognizing and raising 

public awareness of the Kosovo problem but had 

no significant effect on changing the situation in 

Kosovo. 

 They were the signs of the beginning of the 

armed war against Serbia. Milosevic and his 

regime continue to keep Kosovo under violent 

measures, or rather to say under a military-

police state of emergency, where in 1995 alone, 

Serb forces arbitrarily killed 11 Albanians, 

wounded 11 others, and 2,500 Kosovo 

Albanians had been arrested, beaten and ill-

treated in most cases, and according to Human 

Rights Watch, Serbia kept Kosovo under control 

by committing deliberate, large-scale and 

organized human rights violations of the Kosovo 

Albanians, pushing them towards armed self-

defense. 5 

After the conflicts in Slovenia, Croatia and 

Bosnia, even the Kosovo Albanians were aware 

that with Milosevic it was difficult to find a 

peaceful solution to Kosovo's status. During 

1991, but especially in 1992, an agreement was 

reached in principle with the Albanian state and 

the Government of Kosovo, to assist Kosovo 

Albanians in the event of a conflict in Kosovo.6 

In a CIA analysis of 1992-1993, a detailed 

analysis was made of the military power of the 

Albanian state and it was concluded that with 

those capabilities, it was impossible to oppose 

the military power of Serbia. 7  US diplomats 

suggested in meetings with Kosovo Albanian 

political representatives not to support the 

opening of the southern front in any way 

because the consequences for Kosovo 

Albanians would be unpredictable with an 

Albania lacking technical capacity and modern 

military technology. For this reason, the 

Americans were adamant in their positions on 

Kosovo that the Kosovo issue should only seek 

to be resolved in the peaceful way, and other 

forms would not be supported.8 The Albanian 

armed groups, although organized during 1991, 

such as the group of Adem Jashari from Drenica, 

were not supported by the politics of official 

Tirana, and later not even that of Pristina. Based 

on the analysis of the time, it is seen that the 

disintegration of Yugoslavia would start from the 

north to the south, in order for the consequences 

to be smaller for the civilian population. From this 

analysis, Kosovo remains last on the 

international negotiating table for the settlement 

of political status. In a 1995 analysis by the 

Balkans Analysis Directorate, Strobe Talbott 

described Kosovo as a top US interes.9 Even the 

last American ambassador to Yugoslavia had 

suggested to Ibrahim Rugova that the most 

important thing is to protect the people of Kosovo 

in these circumstances, from any organized and 

planned massacre of the state of Serbia. 

This was told to I. Rugova even in the meeting 

with the Secretary of State, at the NATO 

headquarters in December 1992, that Serbia 

should not be provoked by the Albanians in any 

way, in these circumstances. After the meeting, 

Rugova states that the Americans do not ask to 

give up our demands for independence but they 

ask the Kosovo Albanians to be careful. The 

liberation movement as a unifying movement of 

all forms of active resistance, has been 

continuously present in the lives of Kosovo 

Albanians. 

After the pressures and state violence organized 

by the Yugoslav occupier against the illegal 

Albanian patriotic movements in Kosovo, they 

were forced to extend their activity to the west by 

organizing demonstrations and activities against 

the Yugoslav state. 

How dangerous was the activity of Albanian 

patriotic organizations in the west is also proved 

by the organized action of the Yugoslav secret 

service that killed some of the leaders of these 

movements in Germany in January 1982, such 

as the murders of Kadri Zeka and Jusuf and 

Bardhosh Gervalla. 



Lulzim Nika, AJHC, 2021; 4:18 

AJHC: https://escipub.com/american-journal-of-history-and-culture/                       4

The meeting of the leaders of the Albanian illegal 

organizations in the west aimed at uniting them 

in an organization and a common front to oppose 

the invading policy of the Yugoslav state that 

exercised violence and brutality against the 

Albanian population in Kosovo. 

The unification of the Albanian movements 

fighting for the freedom of Kosovo was seen as 

a danger by the Yugoslav service which 

organized actions in Kosovo and in the west for 

the killing of some activists of the movements 

fighting for the freedom of Kosovo. 

 Since the mid-1980s, in the west there was an 

influential organization in the new Albanian 

diaspora, known by the acronym PMK ( People's 

Movement of Kosovo - LPK), which inherited the 

stance for a new union of Albanians.10 In April 

1985, the amalgamation of illegal groups took 

place. Fehmi Lladrovci was chosen to deal with 

the military organization of the guerrilla war as a 

beginning up to the massification in the Frontal 

War for the freedom of the Albanian lands 

occupied by Yugoslavia. Fehmiu was in 

coordination with many illegal idealists of the 

time who believed that only by organizing armed 

resistance would Kosovo gain freedom, which at 

the time seemed so impossible, given the 

military and political power of Yugoslavia.  

Since 1992, the liberation movement has been 

characterized by successive actions against the 

Serbian militia stationed in Kosovo. The first 

actions of the KLA are related to the end of 1992 

and the beginning of 1993. The announcements 

of the first actions of the KLA were not published 

in the Albanian press, until the 20th 

announcement. In Belgrade, the KLA was 

described as a "terrorist force". 

On April 27, 1998, when the KLA war in Kosovo 

had begun to take shape, the General Staff of 

the KLA issued a political statement declaring ... 

The KLA war has a defensive and liberating 

character ... The KLA condemns by force 

terrorism and other forms of violence against the 

civilian population ... will respect all international 

conventions of War ... The KLA belongs and will 

belong to the people … 11 

In 1996 "The General Staff of the KLA published 

a bulletin, in which it recognized its actions and 

published comments on the political events of 

the day."12 In May 1997, a group of boys who 

believed in the ideal of freedom through armed 

warfare and were determined on the road to 

liberation, all united in Tirana, decided to enter 

Kosovo to help KLA units operating in Kosovo. 

The year 1996 and especially 1997, marks an 

activity organized with actions and 

announcements of the KLA throughout Kosovo. 

The fall of the hero Luan Haradinaj in May 1997, 

sensitized the international public that the 

political course of Kosovo Albanians who had 

been ignored by international conferences for a 

peaceful solution had changed. Peace policy 

had lost the support of some Albanians who did 

not hope for a peaceful solution to the Kosovo 

problem. The KLA initially encountered 

resistance from Albanian politics in both Pristina 

and Tirana, denying the existence of an 

organized armed group. The statements of 

Western diplomats and some local leaders were 

in denial and harsh approach to the activities and 

actions of the KLA, as evidenced by the letter 

addressed to President Clinton by the Prime 

Minister of Kosovo, during 1993. This letter 

shows that they lacked information on the early 

action of the KLA, which they saw as actions of 

rival Serbian groups that wanted to destabilize 

Kosovo.13 

 In the absence of courage and work of the 

Government of Kosovo to organize the armed 

warfare for the freedom of Kosovo that was 

mandated and had all the possibilities for 

organization, this work was taken over and 

organized by the People's Movement of Kosovo. 

The government of Kosovo in exile generally had 

to protect the Albanian people in Kosovo, but 

unfortunately this role was not only played by its 

late organization as it created divisions for the 

primacy of organizing the war in Kosovo. But, it 

was Adem Demaçi who first admitted, in 

December 1997, the existence of the KLA, at the 

time when there was uncertainty among 

politicians about the existence of the KLA. 14 
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On February 28, 1998, after a dynamization of 

international diplomacy visiting Tirana and, 

suggesting a restrained policy behind the 

actions of the KLA. On the same day, the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Albania, in order to 

learn more about the KLA, in Munich, Germany, 

meets with Fehmi Lladrovci, the diplomat and 

the first man in charge of the Movement for the 

Organization of the Armed War in Kosovo. 15 

"Lladrovci informed me that armed actions and 

acts in Kosovo will not stop but will only lead to 

massification.16 On the same day, I received the 

news of the massacre of Likoshan and Qirez, 

after leaving the meeting with Fehmiu, where 

many Albanian civilians had suffered, including 

children and a pregnant woman who had been 

massacred by the Serbian police forces.17 

The first Serbian offensive against the KLA 

began in March 1998, described as an "ethnic 

war" modeled on the wars in Bosnia and Croatia. 

In May 1998, the US-mediated Kosovo 

delegation met in Belgrade with Milosevic to then 

open the doors for the first time to a meeting at 

the White House Oval Office and be received by 

President Bill Clinton, the delegation was led by 

the Leader of the Kosovo Albanians Ibrahim 

Rugova, ( written on the White House agenda in 

Washington, May 26, 1998). In early June, S. 

Milosevic traveled to Moscow to brief Russian 

President Boris Yeltsin on Kosovo. He had 

promised to respect the March Resolution and 

the decisions of the Contact Group for 

negotiations on Kosovo's autonomy. Milosevic 

had promised B. Yeltsin that he would eliminate 

the Kosovo Liberation Army and would not be a 

political factor as the Americans wanted. Facing 

the summer offensive of 1998 was crucial for 

Kosovo and the Kosovo Liberation Army. In the 

same month and year, the Americans had 

decided to politically legitimize the KLA 

representatives. As a result of these offensives, 

according to UN data, in the autumn of 1998, 

230,000 people fled Kosovo. Not a war against 

the KLA, but first of all terror and expulsion of the 

Albanian population, was the real goal of the 

Serbian war. The ethnic composition in Kosovo 

had to change forever and this could only be 

done through terror and brutal violence, which 

was also foreseen by the great Serb program.18 

 The KLA went through an arduous path of 

growth, until in March 1998, it took on wide 

proportions. From various foreign anti-Albanian 

circles, it was described with different names 

such as: "Group of frustrated people", "united by 

despair", etc. But the KLA was recognized for the 

first time as an important political factor by the 

US political administration at the June 19, 1998 

meeting of the US National Security Council, 

where, among other things, a decision was 

made that the KLA would be part of the 

negotiations for the future of Kosovo.19 The first 

spokesman of the KLA, one of the prominent 

figures for patriotic activities even from before, 

became Jakup Krasniqi. 20  The fair and 

determined warfare of the KLA gave it 

international legitimacy by making it a decision-

making factor as an internationally recognized 

movement.21 

The KLA became the catalyst for events in 

Kosovo. It accelerated the perception of the 

crisis, more than ever before, for a real and long-

term solution.22 Initially, the people engaged in 

the KLA were few, the most devoted, the 

bravest, the ones with the most sacrifices, the 

most conscientious, mostly members of the LPK. 
23 

In 1992, Kosovo had its first armed formation, 

with Commander Adem Jashari, in Prekaz of 

Drenica, in this "Nursery of Albanian insurgents''. 

Shaban Jashari's tower was the pivot around 

which all armed formations would be tied.24 The 

coordination of armed attacks, the deployment 

of the KLA and successful actions against the 

enemy militia were the fruit of the work and 

dream of Commander Adem Jashari. 

On March 5, 6, and 7, 1998, the siege of the 

Jashari towers by the Serbian army and police 

was the final act to start the liberation war with 

the message given by Commander Adem 

Jashari. This is the greatest and most glorious 

epic, but also the most tragic of the KLA. The fall 

of the Legendary Commander, the family 
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sacrifice of the legendary Jashar, opened a new 

era of glory and tragedy in our new history. 25 

As the world moved towards the democratic 

spirit of integration between peoples, Serbia with 

fascist methods and genocides aimed to benefit 

through Garashaninit and Cubrilovic’s plans to 

exterminate the Albanians. The killings done by 

the Serbs in Kosovo brought to mind the killings 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina.26 But, KLA units had 

already occupied the mountains. The best sons 

of Kosovo were winning the battles with their 

blood. The first free zones were created, from 

where the voice of "Free Kosovo '' was heard for 

the first time. In the confrontation with the KLA, 

in different locations of Kosovo, the Serbian 

army killed innocent people with criminal 

cynicism, burned and destroyed anything that 

was Albanian. Following the Serbian offensive in 

the summer and autumn of 1998, the Serbian 

government declared that it had succeeded in 

destroying the KLA throughout Kosovo. 

However, this did not happen despite the 

massacres of the Serbian army against Albanian 

civilians. We remember one of the bloodiest 

massacres, that of September 1998 in Obri, 

where even a 6-month-old baby was massacred. 

In such historical, social, political and national 

circumstances, the KLA began to spread 

throughout Kosovo. KLA soldiers took care of 

the people left in the open air before the Serbian 

paramilitary forces, although with the readiness 

and courage to face the occupier, its capabilities 

were insufficient to resist the Serbian military 

machinery. International diplomacy and the 

democratic world reacted against the Serbian 

government seeking a peaceful solution for 

Kosovo. The liberation war was evidence of the 

advancement of the demands and determination 

of Kosovo Albanians for independence, in 

response to the ethnic cleansing exercised by 

the Serbian occupier. 

Thanks to the determination and important 

decisions of international diplomacy with political 

representatives of the KLA, came the right 

decision that Serbian aggression against the 

defenseless civilian population should be 

stopped even with the intervention of 

international forces against the Serbian military 

machinery that used violence against 

unprotected civilians throughout Kosovo. 

There were several international diplomacy’s 

decisions calling on the Yugoslav government to 

end the violence of military machinery against 

defenseless civilians in Kosovo. The Yugoslav 

government did not implement the requests, 

visits and decisions of international diplomats on 

the ground but continued with massacres 

against Albanian civilians in Kosovo. 

Non-compliance with these decisions forced 

international diplomacy to legitimize the use of 

military force to stop the violence of Serb forces 

and ethnic cleansing of Kosovo Albanians. 

NATO intervention in Kosovo was legitimized 

under the Chapter 7 of the Security Council, that 

when a state uses ethnic cleansing against the 

population it administers, it legitimizes the right 

to intervene in the salvation of an entire people. 

As in the case of Kosovo Albanians. 

At the same time, world diplomacy led by the US 

and NATO, tracked the barbaric and murderous 

actions of the Serbian army and paramilitary 

forces of the Serbian regime against the people 

of Kosovo. The brutality of the Serbian forces on 

one hand, and the liberation war of the people of 

Kosovo on the other, accelerated the arrival of 

international delegations to get directly 

acquainted with the war in Kosovo. The US and 

the EU called for an end to Serbian repression. 

The Milosevic-Holbrooke agreement was also 

signed on October 13, 1998 in Belgrade, 

defining it as a possible turning point in the crisis. 
27 

The 11-point agreement had the full support of 

NATO and the Contact Group, including Russia. 

For many reasons this is considered a very big 

achievement. According to this agreement, 

Kosovo airspace would be controlled by 

NATO.As it had never happened before, 2,000 

OSCE observers will operate in Kosovo.28 The 

Albanian refugees would return and the political 

process for solving the problem would begin. 29 
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The Russian newspaper "Niezavisimaja 

Gazeta", in an article of 27 October 1998, 

emphasizes the statements of Generals Clark 

and Nauman regarding the safety of observers, 

who made it clear to Milosevic that they would 

be protected from NATO aviation. The 

agreement also allowed the arrival of the 

international diplomatic mission KDOM, which 

operated under the political leadership of the 

ambassadors of the Contact Group, the Austrian 

ambassador to Belgrade, as Austria was 

chairing the EU. Through intelligence sources as 

well as other sources, KDOM would understand 

about current or future combat zones, including 

atrocities against civilians. 30  Following the 

Milosevic-Holbrooke Agreement, KDOM 

became the Kosovo Verification Mission. 31 

The Holbrooke Agreement of October 1998, 

which also enabled the arrival of international 

observers in Kosovo, was also in favor of a 

stronger organization of the KLA, which after the 

Serbian offensive in the summer of 1998 had lost 

significant leaders that had worked on its 

strategy to resist Serbian forces. 

While the ceasefire was being considered, the 

Serbs were constantly launching military 

offensives against the population of Kosovo. It is 

said that the non-compliance with the agreement 

was a consequence of the non-involvement of 

the KLA as a party to this agreement.32 This was 

also the weakest point of this agreement.33 At 

this time, eight Serb soldiers were arrested by 

KLA units, who were released only with the 

mediation of the internationals and conditioned 

on the release of KLA soldiers. This was a great 

victory for the KLA, as Serbia was forced to 

accept it as a party even in front of the 

internationals. About this  in his book, Jakup 

Krasniqi, wrote: “This case has been one of the 

most difficult in my life; if the KLA soldiers had 

not been released, I would have resigned ..." 34 

I think it is worth noting that despite the 

massacres and destruction of many residents by 

Serb forces in Kosovo, the Albanian political 

factor was divided. US diplomats R. Holbrooke 

and K. Hill made efforts to form a Kosovo 

delegation for talks with Belgrade, but the 

disruption of the political spectrum in Kosovo 

was very emphasized and there was  a lack of a 

serious address in Pristina for Western and 

American diplomats. I. Rugova claimed that he 

had the proper confirmation from the contested 

elections that had been held, while the two 

parties led by Rexhep Qosja, respectively Adem 

Demaçi and the KLA, demanded a broad 

involvement. The lack of good coordination of 

the political spectrum in Kosovo during June, 

July and September, I think, made K. Hill came 

back closer to the LDK leader, especially after 

Holbrooke threatened that they could leave. 

Rugova responded "if you say that Demaçi 

should be at the head of that Council, I have 

nothing against it." 35  On June 19, 1998, the 

National Security Council in the presence of all 

representatives of US Government institutions, 

made the historic decision for the KLA that its 

representatives would be part of the Kosovo 

status negotiations.36 With this decision, Ibrahim 

Rugova was informed that in the negotiating 

group, the political representation  of the Kosovo 

Liberation Army should be included. In early 

June, the US envoy to Kosovo, Christopher Hill, 

met in Malisheva with representatives of the 

KLA, and after that meeting, he decided that the 

KLA should have its own representatives, and 

that the current parties in Pristina can not 

represent the KLA. The non-unity of the Albanian 

political factor was very unacceptable even for 

the representatives of the American government 

who were determined to resolve the political 

status of the Kosovo Albanians who, in spite of 

their efforts against Serbia, found it almost 

impossible to force them to withdraw from 

Kosovo. Even Rugova's political opponents 

lacked proper coordination and unity. The 

attempt on the proposal to lead a government 

that would include the entire political and military 

spectrum of Kosovo Albanians failed because of 

disagreements and controversial statements. 

Only after the relentless efforts of American 

diplomats was an agreement reached on the 

formation of a Kosovo-wide negotiating group on 
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the political spectrum. On September 26, in the 

village of Obri e Eperme, Serbian police forces 

massacred 21 members of the Deliu family. The 

news of the event hit the front page of the New 

York Times on September 30, 1998. On the 

same day, a meeting was held at the White 

House, where Albright stated that “ ... the 

photographs of the masacre reminded 

Srebrenica and that they knew they should not 

allow such crimes to be repeated." 37  On 

November 3, 1998, ambasador Hill invited the 

Kosovo Albanian leader, I. Rugova, in his car to 

visit some war-torn villages in Malisheva. 

"People were reluctant at first to see their leader 

for the first time after more than a decade. Then 

they approached and threw themselves on his 

arms, greeting ... I stopped to capture the view 

in its entirety ... On the same day I saw that 

Ibrahim Rugova was a force to be reckoned with 

and maybe that was the reason why the KLA and 

others were so harsh with him. "38 During 1998, 

the American diplomat had offered some 

concrete plans for the status of Kosovo to the 

Albanian side as well as to the Serbian 

government, where Kosovo would be given 

autonomous powers while maintaining a small 

Serbian military presence in Kosovo. 

These plans did not endanger Serbian 

sovereignty in Kosovo and did not talk about any 

possibility of a referendum, after a certain 

deadline, where the majority population of 

Kosovo would declare independence. 

These peace plans of the international 

mediators that did not guarantee the 

independence of Kosovo were unacceptable by 

the delegation of Kosovo Albanians, because all 

the peace plans offered by the international 

mediator during 1998 saved the Yugoslav 

sovereignty over Kosovo. The International 

Court of Justice in the evaluation of the 

international right to independence of Kosovo 

was PRO for the independence of Kosovo. 

The dissolution of the former Yugoslav 

federation had created the legal basis for 

Kosovo's independence, as Kosovo in the 1974 

constitution had become a constituent element 

of the Yugoslav federation.39 
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