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2018 in Brazil

Objectives: To determine the existence of a pattern of women 
most frequently victims of physical violence in Brazil over a 
period of 10 years. Methods: Data from the DATASUS platform 
were collected on the records of domestic, sexual and other 
violence, registered by physical violence against female persons 
between 2009 and 2018. Data from the Violence and Accident 
Surveillance System on characteristics of the violent act against 
women were also collected. The Brazilian Institute of Geography 
and Statistics was also used to collect data from the National 
Household Sample Survey (PNAD). For bibliographic reference, 
the descriptors "Domestic and Sexual Violence against Women", 
"Domestic Violence" and "Domestic Violence" were searched 
on virtual data basis and Brazilian articles that were published 
within the period of the present study were included. Results: 
There is a continuous and rapid increase in the first half of 
the study period, with a slight deceleration between 2014 
and 2016, followed by a new jump in records from 2017. As 
for race, the largest numbers are white women, 348428, and 
browns, 308902. Black women represent 68.25% of the total 
records of domestic, sexual and other violence, with 8.3% of 
the total records of physical violence. Conclusion: It is possible 
to estimate that black women are not making complaints or 
possibly are not being seen with due care to make them. As it 
is data that depends on denunciation, which is often not carried 
out, the results need consideration regarding assertiveness and 
reflection of reality.
Keywords: domestic violence, physical violence, physical 
aggression.
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INTRODUCTION 

Historically women have been repressed and 

diminished by machismo, in violent or non-

violent ways, from occupying inferior positions to 

homicide. The National Continuous Household 

Sample Survey (PNAD) of 2018 pointed out that 

women receive, on average, 79.5% of what men 

receive, with women between 25 and 49 years 

old receiving about R$500 less than men in the 

same range age. 

Still in the employment and remuneration 

scenario, women represent 45.3% of the 

employed people in the country. This value has 

remained constant, with small changes, since 

2012. On the other hand, when the population's 

level of education is analyzed, there is a 

significant evolution in the period. While 13.1% 

of men with higher education now account for 

18.4%, women have gone from 16.5% to 22.8%. 

Violence can be subdivided into several forms, 

for example, physical, psychological, sexual etc. 

and women, children and the elderly are 

considered vulnerable, more susceptible. 

Physical violence is understood as a violent act 

in which physical force is intentionally used in 

order to injure and cause pain and suffering. 

According to the Violence and Accident 

Surveillance System (VIVA)[4] and the Notifiable 

Diseases Information System (SINAN) in 2014, 

only 8.5% of records of violence against women 

were caused by unknown persons. Partners and 

ex-partners were responsible for 46% of these 

records in the same year. Such information 

reinforces the idea of structural machismo and 

that the danger, to the physical integrity of the 

woman, most of the time is among the known 

people, who should be synonymous with 

welcoming and security. 

The present study aims to study the frequency 

of records of physical violence in Brazil over a 

10-year period, from 2009 to 2018, and, based 

on information about these victims, to establish 

a possible pattern that has been most affected. 

METHODS 

Were collected, from August to October 2020, 

through the Disease Information and Notification 

System - SINAN, made available by the 

Informatics Department of the Unified Health 

System (DATASUS), as well as data from the 

Violence and Accident Surveillance System 

(VIVA) , data referring to domestic, sexual and 

other violence, recorded by physical violence, to 

female persons, between the years 2009 and 

2018. The data were studied together and 

separately, regarding the level of education, 

race and age group of the victims. Information 

was also collected from the Brazilian Institute of 

Geography and Statistics (IBGE), using data 

from the 2018 National Household Sample 

Survey (PNAD) [5]. 

For the purpose of bibliographic comparison, 

articles on physical violence against women 

were searched in the PubMed and Google 

Scholar virtual databases between August and 

October 2020. 3 original studies were included. 

The indexed descriptors were searched in DECs 

in Portuguese, being: "Domestic and Sexual 

Violence against Women", "Domestic Violence" 

and "Domestic Violence". As a criterion for 

inclusion and exclusion, the year of publication 

was considered, excluding those who were 

outside the period of the present study. In 

addition, studies that assessed domestic 

violence in other Portuguese or English-

speaking countries were also disregarded. 

RESULTS 

Of a total of 1343932 notifications of domestic, 

sexual and other violence (VDS) recorded in the 

period studied, a total of 866110 were related to 

physical violence (VF), representing 64.45%. 

The data presented are from 2009 to 2018, with 

an increase from 16009 in the first year to 

150055 in the last. The highest frequency of 

notifications of physical violence occurred in 

2014 with 67.86%, with another approximate 

peak in 2011, representing 67.63%, as shown in 

Table 1. Despite the increasing number, the rate 

of physical violence remains with similar 

proportions, oscillating between 59.38 % (2018) 

and 67.86% (2014). 
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Table 1 - Data on Physical Violence against Women between 2009 and 2018 

Year Absolute number of VF % referring to total VDS 

2009 16009 60.26% 

2010 30680 62.52% 

2011 50745 67.63% 

2012 72174 66.20% 

2013 86868 65.72% 

2014 97691 67.86% 

2015 105446 66.32% 

2016 115301 65.54% 

2017 141141 63.99% 

2018 150055 59.38% 

 

The notifications increase with large steps and 

can be better seen in Graph 1. There is a 

continuous and rapid increase in the first half of 

the studied period, with a slight deceleration 

between 2014 and 2016, followed by another 

jump in records from 2017. 

 

 

 

As for race, also separated by the female sex, 

the largest numbers are white women, 348428, 

and brown, 308902. White women alone 

represent 40% of the total cases of physical 

violence, which corresponds to 62.18 % of total 

domestic, sexual and other violence recorded by 

that race. Brown women are responsible for 35% 

of the VF records, which corresponds to 64.59% 

of the total VDS registered by this race, as 

shown in Table 2. 

Black women represent 68.25% of the total 

records of domestic, sexual and other violence, 
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with 8.3% of the total records of physical 

violence. Among indigenous women, 70.34% 

(6816) of the total records count as physical 

violence. Regarding the total of physical 

violence without racial distinction, the group in 

question corresponds to 0.78% of the 

notifications. Accordingly, yellow women 

represent 0.71% of the records of physical 

violence. Among them, this type of violence 

corresponds to 64.59% (6,187) of the total 

domestic, sexual and other violence. 

Regarding the age group, the highest absolute 

number is between 20 and 29 years old, with 

247070 notifications representing 28% of the 

total of physical violence. Consequently, it is also 

the age group with the highest notification of 

VDS, with VF representing 78% of records. 

Then, between 30 and 39 years old, the records 

correspond to 23% (203091) of the total VF. 

Records of physical violence among women 

under 19 years of age to children under 1 year 

old represent 25.09% (217353) of the total VF 

records. 

As for the level of education, the highest 

numbers are concentrated among women who 

concluded that they completed only elementary 

school (1st to 8th grade), the second part of 

which (5th to 8th grade incomplete) representing 

the highest number of notifications of VF, with 

122774 (14%). Women with complete high 

school are in second place with 115927 

(13.34%). Only 1.1% (10357) of the total records 

of physical violence were carried out by illiterate 

women. 

 

Race % in relation to VDS 
% notifications regarding total 

physical violence 

White 62.18% 40% 

Black 68.25% 8.3% 

Yellow 68.22% 0.7% 

Brown 64.69% 35% 

Indigenous 70.34% 0.78% 

 

DISCUSSION 

In relation to 2010, the number of notifications, 

when compared to the previous year, 

represented an increase rate of 91.5%. This rate 

can only be observed again when comparing 

non-consecutive years, such as 2011 and 2014, 

with a very similar rate of increase, 92.5%. In 

addition, records continue to grow exponentially 

until 2018, the last year that data is accessed, 

with a 9-fold increase over the initial year. This 

increase can be justified by some factors, such 

as, for example, greater access to support 

networks and female empowerment, as well as 

greater dissemination of information and 

implementation of the disk denunciation through 

the number 180, which operates 24 hours a day. 

The data also shows us that, although the total 

number of VF notifications is increasing, the 

percentage of this type of violence has 

decreased, that is, other violence, such as 

sexual violence, has proportionally increased. 

The data also shows us that although the total 

number of notifications of physical violence is 

increasing, there is a tendency for this 

percentage to decrease, being that in the last 

year it represented the lowest 

As for the racial distribution of physical violence, 

it was observed that white women are 

responsible for the highest number of 

notifications followed by brown women. Despite 

having the highest absolute number in relation to 

VF notifications, they are not the majority of the 
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population. According to preliminary data from 

IBGE in the National Continuous Household 

Sample Survey of 2018[5], they represent 43.1%, 

in contrast, brown women are 46.5% according 

to the same statistics. (Perfect) 

In the scenario of VF notifications, black women 

have the third highest number of records, 

despite having a frequency of notifications of this 

type 5 times lower when compared to the 

frequency of white women. Data from IBGE's 

study of social inequalities, which compares the 

homicide rate for every 100,000 young people 

aged 15 to 29, shows that black women have a 

homicide rate almost twice as high as white 

women (5.1% of white women to 10.1 % of black 

women), which explains the disparity between 

realities. This data is somewhat contradictory 

considering the Brazilian demography it 

represents 55.8% of the black and brown 

population, according to the same study. From 

the same demographic perspective, there is a 

need to think of data from yellow and indigenous 

women as a smaller portion of the population 

and, therefore, have a small relative 

representation in relation to the total number of 

records of violence. 

From the perspective of the age group of these 

women, it is possible to see that the greatest 

number of occurrences occurs in the age group 

of 20 to 39 years. Thus, it is the scenario in which 

the woman has greater autonomy in relation to 

herself, sometimes with her own job and home, 

and therefore has greater support for reporting. 

Also, the age at which affective bonds are 

created that may be the genesis of the 

aggressions, LEITE (2019) [1] proved that the 

prevalent profile of aggressors are men, without 

occupation and who abuse alcohol. Domestic 

violence caused by a spouse is one of the main 

focuses of campaigns today, which aim to 

empower women to break this bond that can 

cause physical, financial and mental damage. 

It is also inferred that violence during childhood 

and adolescence corresponds to 25.05% (1/4) of 

the total, which points more clearly to domestic 

violence. In this sense, ANTUNES (2020)3 

showed that factors such as being black and 

brown, in addition to the use of alcohol and 

bullying, contribute significantly to domestic 

violence. In addition, preliminary data from IBGE 

in the National Continuous Household Sample 

Survey of 2018 in the percentage study of 

schoolchildren attending the 9th grade of 

elementary school who were physically 

assaulted by any adult in the family at any time 

during the 30 days, show that aggressions by 

black and brown (15.1%) are higher than white 

(13.1%) in the same segment. 

As for the level of education, it is not possible to 

establish a proportional relationship when it 

comes to the highest level of education and the 

increase in the number of complaints. It is 

possible to verify that illiterate women have the 

lowest absolute number of records of violence, 

in contrast, women with complete higher 

education are not the highest notifications of VF 

and VDS. Also according to preliminary data 

from IBGE in the National Continuous 

Household Sample Survey of 2018, it attests that 

illiteracy is almost 3 times higher in black and 

brown people (9.1%) compared with whites 

(3.9%). The highest number of VF notifications 

is concentrated in two peaks: those with 

incomplete elementary and complete average. 

As these are women of school age and greater 

family contact, the network of support and 

assistance for complaints is facilitated. LEITE 

(2019)3 showed that family members present 

who understand the problem is a strong 

protective factor in relation to intrafamily 

violence. 

CONCLUSION: 

Regarding the total number of records and 

analysis of each relative percentage, it is 

possible to estimate that black women are not 

making complaints or possibly are not being 

seen with due care to make them. As these are 

data that depend on denunciation, which is often 

not carried out, the results need to be considered 

regarding assertiveness and reflection of reality. 

In addition, there is a high prevalence of violence 

directed at children and adolescent women with 
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aggravating variables and corroborates with a 

greater number of records in the mentioned 

school period (elementary school II and high 

school). Also the growing number of notifications 

of VDS but the relative percentage of VF 

decreased, attentive to women suffering other 

types of violence, such as psychological, sexual 

and financial. 
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